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I ask them now to part with what is their own without asking their
partners to replace them. Then there is no loss felt; only the plea-
sure of giving remains. It is in that spirit that hundreds of sisters
have already paid. May I ask the remaining ones to copy that
spirit if the memory of Deshbandhu is a treasure for them and if
a decently equipped hospital for women and equally decent institu-
tion for training nurses appeal to them as worthy objects?

Forward, 29-7-1925
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i

148, RUSSA ROAD,

i                            CALCUTTA,

July 29, 1925

MY DEAR FRIEND AND  BROTHER,

A magazine editor has sent me an article he has written on
the Prophet and which has given rise to an exciting meeting in
Ahmedabad. He sends me also a copy of the Khilafat dated
29th May.

The article is not discourteous or abusive. I do not think
that it warrants all the excitement tiGat it has given rise to. At
the same time it is an ignorant writing. The writer does not
appear to me to have read any good biography. Certainly, he
has not read the Koran. He has given an estimate of the life
of the Prophet which we find in the ordinary European reviews.
The writer has asked for my opinion and I have told him as much
as I have told you. I would not, have worried you about
this thing, had it not been for the number of Khilafat that he
has sent me.

In -my opinion, the Khilafat writer has unnecessarily exci-
ted passion. I have read other portions of that number also
out of curiosity, and I must confess that I do not like the
language or the general tone of this particular number at all.
"Fools, asses, downright lying" and such choice epithets embellish
its paragraphs. I think you ought to control the language of
the paper. I have not read a single well-thought-out, decent
paragraph. I am sure that the writer does not even know that he
has used unbecoming language.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai